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# Question / Answer 

1 How to protect the confidentiality of exploitation activities versus the project partners if we all 
report in the same documents ? 

Key exploitable results are normally identified and agreed in the consortium and/or 
implementation agreement, then reported in the Exploitation Plan. Each beneficiary can protect 
them, with the means they prefer.   
The key exploitation results identified in the plan do not need to disclose confidential information 
that could harm their future exploitation or commercialisation.  

2 Once the Data Management Plan (DMP) or Dissemination & Exploitation Plan are delivered, 
when are the comments from CS2JU provided if the documents are considered inappropriate ? 

There is not a specific timeline for the feedback from the Project Officer. If you have specific 
questions or doubts we suggest you to contact the Project Officer by e-mail.   

3 For a patent, do we have to mention that this result is from CS2 founded project ? 

Applications for protection of results (including patent applications), filed by or on behalf of a 
beneficiary, must — unless the JU requests or agrees otherwise oor unless it is impossible — 
include the following : “The project leading to this application has received funding from the Clean 
Sky 2 Joint Undertaking (CS2JU) under grant agreement No [number]. The JU receives support from 
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme and the Clean Sky 2 JU 
members other than the Union”. 

4 Are the PEDR and DMP templates provided by the JU mandatory? 

The use of the templates is recommended but voluntary. 

5 Is a publication in open access mandatory for all publications or can some of them also be 
published with non-open access? 

Each beneficiary must ensure open access (free of charge online access for any user) to all peer-
reviewed scientific publications relating to its results. As soon as possible and at the latest on 
publication, it must deposit a machine-readable electronic copy of the published version or final 
peer-reviewed manuscript accepted for publication in a repository for scientific publications. There 
is no obligation for non-peer reviewed publications, although it is strongly encouraged to ensure 
open access. 

6 What is the difference between papers and peer reviewed papers? 

Peer review is an editorial process to ensure that the articles published in a journal are of high 
quality. Prior to publication, articles go through a rigorous assessment that involves review and 
approval by the author’s peers (experts in the same subject area). 

7 Deposition of datasets and associated metadata in ZENODO repository: when? Right after 
publication? 

Open access to datasets must not necessarily be given immediately: 

 For data needed to validate the results presented in scientific publications, access should be 
provided as soon as possible.  

 For other data, beneficiaries are free to specify embargo periods for their data in the data 
management plan (as appropriate in their scientific area). 
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# Question / Answer 

8 When preparing a paper for a (gold) journal, how to proceed with open data sharing? 

Projects participating in the Horizon 2020 Open Research Data Pilot must specify in the Data 
Management Plan what research data will be open. 

9 Is publishing less than 4 peer reviewed papers considered non-compliant? What about Thematic 
Topics?  

According to article 29.1, unless it goes against their legitimate interests, each beneficiary must - 
as soon as possible - ‘disseminate’ its results by disclosing them to the public by appropriate means, 
including in scientific publications. For projects linked to Thematic Topics, it is recommended to 
publish at least 4 peer reviewed articles. 

10 Can we still (fundamentally) change the D&E plan halfway the project? E.g. migrating to a new 
plan that is based on the template. 

The plan can be updated at any time of the project, depending on the needs and on the chosen 
strategy. The plan must be always in line with the objectives, the ambition of the project and 
proportionate to the scale of the project. There is no obligation to use the template provided by 
the JU, although it is strongly recommended. 

11 If no feedback on the submitted D&E plan is provided, can we assume it is accepted? 

If you receive no comments from the Project Officer and the deliverable is accepted, then the plan 
is considered as accepted. 

12 Clean Sky 2 is a strong demonstration-oriented programme. For some projects, scientific results 
could be poor and sometimes not suitable for scientific publications. How to address such case? 

According to article 29.1, unless it goes against their legitimate interests, each beneficiary must - 
as soon as possible - ‘disseminate’ its results by disclosing them to the public by appropriate means, 
including in scientific publications. Projects in thematic topics are expected to publish at least 4 
peer reviewed articles. 

13 Is a peer reviewed conference paper considered as conference paper or a peer reviewed paper ? 

In case of a peer reviewed conference paper, in the portal select [Publication in conference 
proceeding/workshop] as type of publication and answer 'Yes' to the question "Is this a peer-
reviewed publication?" 

14 For most scientific journals, it takes several months between submission and publication of a 
scientific article, and a journal would often not appreciate that the material of the paper under 
review is already published - that may lead to rejection. In EU-CS2 projects, the problem arises 
because the deadline for deliverable’s submission very often is way ahead of the publication in 
the journal, meaning that all project’s deliverables are made publicly available following 
submission, hence compromising the peer review process. I therefore recommend the CS2JU to 
reflect on how to facilitate/streamline the possibility for project members to submit deliverables 
without compromising scientific publications. 

The dissemination level of technical deliverables is chosen by the beneficiaries and it can be set to 
”confidential”. In this way, only the JU and the consortium members have access to the information 
before the publication of the article. For standard topics, the JU only requires that the Plan for 
Exploitation and Dissemination and the Data Management Plan are set as public deliverables. For 
thematic topics, where all deliverables are requested to be set to public, contact your Project 
Officer. 
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# Question / Answer 

15 Regarding ZENODO, OpenAIRE, SyGma: Is ZENODO a public repository? Is OpenAIRE for reporting 
dissemination? Is Sygma for project reporting? 

 SyGMA is the EC Grant Management IT tool accessible via the Funding & Tenders Portal. In the 
continuous reporting module, beneficiaries should submit - inter alia -  information related to 
publication’s and dissemination’s activities. 

 OpenAIRE is a European project supporting Open Science. OpenAIRE is a technical 
infrastructure harvesting research output from connected data providers. See also: 
https://www.openaire.eu/mission-and-vision. 

 Zenodo is an all-purpose open research repository. It was created by OpenAIRE and CERN to 
provide a place for researchers to deposit publications, datasets and other research artefacts 
such as codes, posters, presentations. 

16 Shall the D&E plan or the DMP plan be re-submitted each time there is an update? Or may we 
simply inform the Project Officer of the changes?  

You can update and resubmit D&E and/or DMP plans if there are substantial changes. The 
deliverable will be re-opened by the Project Officer, and you have the possibility to re-submit the 
updated plan(s).  
In any case, prior to a resubmission or substantial update, it is strongly recommended to discuss 
the reasons for change with the Project Officer. 

17 If, at month 6, you still do not have results to publish or disseminate, how do you recommend to 
fill in the tables of the communication, dissemination and exploitation template through which 
you have to specify aspects as title, audience, date, etc. ? 

It is quite common not to have any valuable results by month 6 of implementation.  
What it is requested by the JU is to submit the dissemination and exploitation plan, with an 
indicative list of activities for dissemination/exploitation during the course of implementation. 

18 We submitted a paper to a journal that requires 12 months’ embargo. We have put in the notes 
that, in case of acceptance, we need the embargo to be reduced to six months, otherwise it is 
useless to start the review process. Is that enough? 

Authors must retain sufficient intellectual property rights to comply with the grant agreement’s 
requirements. In case of an embargo period, authors must ensure open access to the deposited 
publication — via the repository — within six months of publication (twelve months for publication 
in the social sciences and humanities). When selecting the journal, the beneficiaries can consult 
Sherpa Romeo: https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo. This is an online resource that aggregates and 
analyses publishers’ open access policies from around the world and provides summaries of 
publishers’ copyright and open access archiving policies on a journal-by-journal basis. 

19 A 24-month embargo is requested by most of the journals: can you please clarify?  
 Can it be accepted a post-print with an embargo of 24 months ?   

Same reply as above. 

20 What is the position of EU about  paying fees to a journal to have open access publication ? 

The costs for publishing in open access (‘gold’ open access) are eligible if incurred before the end 
of the project, and if all other eligibility conditions are fulfilled. 

21 Is the Data Management Plan (DMP) compulsory for all projects ? 

https://www.openaire.eu/mission-and-vision
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
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# Question / Answer 

Only projects participating in the Horizon 2020 Open Research Data Pilot are required to develop a 
Data Management Plan as a deliverable of the project. 

22 Is it possible to perform dissemination and communication activities without any costs to declare 
? 

Yes, it is possible and in such case that means that the beneficiary(-ies) bears the costs associated 
to these activities. However, it is important to note that if the dissemination and communication 
activities are related to the project, such activites must be declared via the Funding &  Tenders 
Portal, and in the core report/D&E deliverable for the activities implemented, even if no costs are 
claimed. 

23 Where can I find the template for datasets? 

The  template for datasets are distributed by the JU to all GAP project coordinator as part of the 
Call Kick-Off Document Package. In the case of CfP11, see here: https://www.cleansky.eu/cfp11-
kick-off-meeting-download-materials 

24 Are PhD thesis and dissertations also not considered as peer reviews? This is just because there 
is normally a request of having external peer reviews for such manuscripts. 

Thesis/dissertations are considered student work and are not peer review. 

25 Can a technical paper of the result sent by e-mail to several persons of the company be 
considered as a publication? If yes, do we have to upload it on the portal as dissemination or 
communication ? 

Such an email is not considered as dissemination and communication because this is internal 
communication among members of the consortium.  
Dissemination and communication are considered as such, when you reach entities outside of the 
consortium and you give visibility to the activities implemented in the action outside the 
consortium members. 

26 I have been contacted by "The Project Repository Journal": is it an EU initiative ? 
https://www.europeandissemination.eu/the-project-repository-journal 

It is not an EU initiative. In case of doubt, always contact your Project Officer first. 

 

https://www.cleansky.eu/cfp11-kick-off-meeting-download-materials
https://www.cleansky.eu/cfp11-kick-off-meeting-download-materials
https://www.europeandissemination.eu/the-project-repository-journal

